
 

OPENING STATEMENTS  
 

This Opening Statement class will cover the basic 
rules and approaches for delivering a clear, legally 
proper, and persuasive opening statement. 
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This webinar may qualify for up to 1.5 hour of Interactive CLE 

with the State Bar of Arizona 

Joseph Chavez 
Resource Attorney 

California District Attorneys 
Association 

Joe Chavez has come full circle in his career.  Joe started 

his career as a Deputy District Attorney in the Sacramento 

County District Attorney’s Office, where he completed 70 jury 

trials to verdict, working his way through the Misdemeanor 

Bureau, Felony Unit, Domestic Violence Unit, Career 

Criminal Unit, Major Narcotic Unit, and Adult Sexual Assault 

Unit.  He then joined the Sacramento Metropolitan Fire 

District's Legal Division, where he advised the Fire Board 

and managers on a wide array of legal issues.   

Joe subsequently became a Deputy Attorney General and 

was promoted to Chief of Prosecutions, at the California 

Attorney General’s Office, where he prosecuted and 

oversaw the prosecution of Medi-Cal Fraud and Elder Abuse 

cases.  From there he joined the Department of Health Care 

Services, where he was the legal advisor to investigators, 

auditors, and medical clinicians investigating Medi-Cal 

Fraud.  Finally, Joe joined the CDAA staff in November 2018 

as its Resource Attorney, where he assists prosecutors on a 

wide array of legal and training topics. 


